Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 10th February 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Pearse McGeough, Mary Kavanagh, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny, Fintan Malone.
Apologies:
Councillor Dolores Minogue



Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Patricia Hughes, Executive Planner
-------------------------------

MINUTE 09/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th January 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.
The minutes of the budget meeting held on 13th January 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Hatrick, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly.

Matters Arising

Cllr.. McGeough sought an update on the reduction in Councillors’ Expenses due to the election of a second County Councillor to Ardee Town Council.  Joe McGuinness advised that reduction was estimated to be €4,000 which would be redistributed to the Town Improvement Fund as previously agreed.
MINUTE 10/10
Ardee Local Area Plan
Patricia Hughes gave a presentation on the Ardee Local Area Plan 2010-2016 and advised members that the closing date for submission is Friday 12th March 2010.
Cllr. Malone said it is important that new developments blend in with the surrounding areas and the issue of the placement of site notices needs to be addressed.  
Cllr. McKenny encouraged people to make submissions but raised concerns about future compliance with the Plan.  Ms Hughes told members that this pre-draft consultation may help to prevent this in the future.
A discussion took place about the need for town centre re-generation and Ms Hughes told members that all proposals would be taken on board.   Cllr. Tenanty spoke about the current town boundary.
MINUTE 11/10
Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Cllr. Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr. Mc Kenny, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the recent Material Contravention of Development Plan passed by Louth County Council.  

Cllr. Kavanagh felt that the Material Contravention ignored the advice of the NRA and Fisheries Board.   It was noted that Ardee Traders also raised concerned about the Contravention.

Cllr. Tenanty pointed out to the members that there is still a live planning application and Cllr. McGeough advised that only original objectors had the right to object to An Board Pleanala. 

Joe McGuinness advised the members that County Councillors were furnished with a comprehensive report prior to the meeting and all procedures surrounding Material Contravention of County Development Plans were followed.
MINUTE 12/10

Prize Bond Certificates
On the proposal of Cllr. McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly, Mairead Duffy will request the transfer of bonds from Ardee Town Commissioners to Ardee Town Council and also the current value of bonds.

MINUTE 12/10 

Ardee Castle

Joe McGuinness circulated a report to members.  Cllr. McKenny asked if there was anything that could be done to obtain a fire certificate for the Castle.  Mr. McGuinness advised that he had discussions with the Chief Fire Officer and he was happy to issue a fire certificate if certain alterations are made and for certain activities.
Cllr. Malone asked if anything could be done with the Castle House.  Paul Gallagher advised that it was a protected structure and therefore very little could be done.  

Cllr. Tenanty suggested Ardee Library be moved to the Castle.  Joe McGuinness advised that disabled access would be a problem and Paul Gallagher told members that disabled access has been turned down in the past.

It was agreed to have Ardee Castle as an item on the agenda for the next number of months.

MINUTE 13/10 

Town Twinning Report

Joe McGuinness circulated a report to members.  Cllr. Tenanty gave an update of progress to date and highlighted an invitation received to visit Citta de Nettuna in May 2010.  Cllr. Tenanty advised that flight costs would have to be covered by members.  

Cllr. McKenny proposed members accept the invitation, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.  It was decided to defer the nomination of members to travel to March 2010.

MINUTE 14/10

Smarter Travel

Mairead Duffy advised members that Ardee Town Council were unsuccessful in their submission and read a list of short-listed applicants.  Cllr. Kavanagh expressed her disappointment and congratulated Joan Martin on her efforts in the submission.

MINUTE 15/10

Town Improvement Fund

Suggestions were put forward for use of the Town Improvement Fund.  The following suggestions were approved by members.

· Sponsorship of hanging baskets for the town - € 2,500
· Improve Our Town Competition - € 2,500 approx. 
· St. Patricks Day Parade - € 2,500

· Irish Walled Town Network - € 2,000

· Heritage Trail Signage

MINUTE 16/10
SPC Chairman’s Report

Both SPC Chairman’s Reports presented were noted.  Joe McGuinness advised members that any comments raised on the reports would be brought back to the SPC.

MINUTE 17/10

Notice of Motion
9.1 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that this Council seek to have the three Roundabouts named on the N33 Link Road at Ardee i.e., No.1 Castleguard Roundabout, No. 2 Dundalk Road Roundabout, No. 3 Carrick Road Roundabout, for the benefit of the road users...”

The reply was noted and Cllr. Mc Kenny proposed the motion be brought forward to the Place Names Committee.
9.2 From Cllr. Hatrick

“in the event of service charges being re-introduced in 2010, preparation measures for emergencies repairs be put in place by Louth County Council in order to deal with urgent remedial work on behalf of all Town Councils customers, on a twenty four hour basis to conserve water and at a nominal charge for each household call out to the customer….”

The reply was noted
9.3 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that a major directional sign for Dublin be erected at the Carrick Road Roundabout to encourage traffic to use the M.1 Motorway when travelling to Dublin instead of using the N2 National Primary Route via Slane and Ashbourne….”

The reply was noted.

9.4 From Cllr. Minogue

“I propose that this Town Council and other Local Authorities request that the Minister of Health & Trade should ban with immediate effect so called Head Shops from operating around the Country.”

Deferred to March Monthly Meeting.

9.5 From Cllr. McGeough
“That this Council prioritise the provision of the Ardee By Pass as a key objective and that we use all the influence that we can to achieve this.”

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Malone and all members supported it.  Paul Gallagher gave an update on the project to date.
Minute 18/10
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Monaghan Town Council – Proposed by Cllr. McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Malone.
· Killarney Town Council – Proposed by Cllr. McGeough, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick
MINUTE 19/10

Correspondence

Colmcille Heritage Trust – Noted

LAMA – Noted

MINUTE 20/10
AOB
Vote of Sympathy – Cllr. Tenanty extended a vote of sympathy to the family and friends of Barney McCoy. Cllr. Tenanty also extended a vote of sympathy to the family and friends of Michael King.  Both Cllr. McKenny and Cllr. Malone wished to be associated with these.
Affordable Housing – Cllr. Malone asked how many people were on the Affordable Housing list and if there was a problem.  Joe McGuinness gave an approximate figure and advised that were issues with the market and available funding.
Pump – Cllr. Hatrick asked if the pump could be re-erected on the old Dundalk Road.

Flooding – Cllr. Farrelly reported flooding in Campbells Park and Tierney St.  Paul Gallagher advised that Campbells Park is listed in the programme of works but he was unaware of flooding in Tierney St.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
